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 Shafton Parish Council 

Finance and General Purposes Committee. 

Shafton Community Centre. 

Monday 13 January 2025 6pm  

 Minutes 

Present Cllr Jim Johnson (Vice chair), Cllr Pete Makinson, Cllr Janice Giles, Cllr Steve Ellis, 

Cllr D Hall, Cllr Barry Lee, and D Gill, (Clerk) 

Cllr Jim Johnson (Vice chair) chaired the meeting. 

282. Welcome and introductions 

The Chair welcomed everyone to the meeting. 

The Chair reported the sad news that Ken Wicks a former parish Councillor had passed away. 

283. Apologies for absences.  

Cllr Ruth Booker (Chair) and Cllr Linda Knight 

284. Declaration of pecuniary or non-pecuniary interest. 

None 

285. Minutes of the previous meeting  

 

The minutes of the previous meeting held at the Community Centre on Monday 16 December  

were read. 

 

286. Matters arising from the minutes of the meeting Monday 16 December 

236.02 Community Centre removal of old heating system 

The Clerk reported the Caretaker had completed the painting over of the old heating 

units and the hall was looking well. 

 

236.03 Community Centre Girls toilet grant application 

The Clerk informed members that the dead line for applications had been extend to 

the 15 January and the outcome of the grant application should be known next week. 

 

262.05 Community Centre Fire audit/Risk assessment 

 

On going. 
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277.03 Bowling Green Path Improvements up dates 

 

The Clerk reported that he was obtaining an updated quote to purchase 17 sleepers 
and pins for the path edging. Once a satisfactory quote was received, he would order 

the goods as previously agreed. 

 

279.02 Valuation office Agency 

 

The Clerk reported that he had completed the request for rent, lease, or ownership 

information on the Community Centre from the Valuation office Agency. The date 

the hall was built had be found to be 1982. 

 

279.01 Enviromena re Grimethorpe Solar Farm  

 

The parish has received a request from Enviromena who are developing the 

Grimethorpe Solar Farm  to meet with Parish Councillors. Member agreed to invite 

Enviromena to a public meeting in February. – Clerk to chase up invitation request. 

 

280.01 Christmas bonus 

 

The Clerk confirmed a Christmas bonus of £60 had been paid to the Caretaker and 

Clerk. The Clerk thanked members of the council for the bonus. 

 

280.02 Community Centre 

 

Cllr Steve Ellis had previously asked to clarify if: 

 

a) A Bouncy castle was being used in the Community centre and if it had the 

necessary insurance and certificates. 

 

Following enquiries the clerk confirmed that a small toddler inflatable was 

being used in the Community centre and stated that it was his understanding  

that inflatables need an annual inspection by a competent person and that this 

information had been passed on to Tot’s Explore. 

 

Members agreed that the inflatable should not be used until the equipment had 

an inspection certificate and the parish had a copy of the inflatable public 

liability insurance. 

 

b) If Tot’s Explore was a child care facility ?  

 

The Clerk reported Tot’s Explore was not an Ofsted inspected child care 

facility however Tracy Smith as an individual was Ofsted inspected child 

carer. 

 

287. Ratification of the minutes of the meeting Monday 11 November   

The minutes of the previous meeting were agreed.  
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288. Accounts for payment. 

Standard Utility bills 

289. To receive and note the monthly statement of accounts. 

 

The Clerk presented the following statements of accounts to the meeting: 

• December Bank Statement 01/12/24 to 31/12/24 

• Financial Summary 01/04/24 and 31/12/24 

• December Bank Account Reconciled Statement 01/12/24 to 31/12/24 

• Expenditure Transactions paid between 01/12/24 to 31/12/24. 

Financial summary 

• The opening balance as at the1st April 2024 was £46274.51. 

• The total receipts for the period from  01/04/24 and 31/12/24 

• was £66011.29. 

• The total payments for the period 01/04/24 and 31/12/24 

•   was £57887.81. 

• Giving a closing balance of: 

o  Instant access 472.04 

o  Direct Plus account of £53925.95 

o Total £54397.99 

 

Reserve balances     £35257.78 

 

N. B the Reserve balance forms part of the total £54397.99. 

Agreed and noted. 

290. Items for Decision/ recommendations to the council/business matters 

290.01 Draft Precept, Budget and Fees setting Report discussions 2025-2026.  

The Clerk presented the Draft Precept, Budget and Fees setting Report; a detailed discussion 

took place. 

 

The following proposals were made that the Council. 

 

290.02 To raise the precept from  £46068 to £50068  a budget increase of £4000.  

This would result in a revised precept, per Band D equivalent of £48.84  an increase 

of  £3.08 per annum or £0.26 per month £0.06 per week. 

 

Agreed 
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290.03 That the proposed budget Appendix A for 2025/26 be approved to set a balanced 

budget of £62897. 

 

Agreed 

 

290.04 That the National Living Wage of £12.21 per hour be adopted for the caretaker from 1 

April 2025 

 

Agreed 

 

290.05 That the Clerk’s salary be increased from £13.47 per hour to £14.13 (scale point 11 

local government pay scales.) As recommended by the National Joint Council for 

Local Government Services pay agreement on rates of pay applicable from 1 April 

2024 (covering the period 1 April 2024 to 31 March 2025) Appendix B 

Agreed 

290.06 That this pay award for the Clerk is implement as swiftly as possible from1 April 

2024 and the appropriate back pay paid. 

 

Agreed 

 

290.07  That the council keep 9 months expenditure as a general reserve. 

 

Agreed 

 

290.08 Any underspends for 2023/24 be allocated to the General Reserve and earmarked 

reserves. 

 

Agreed 

 

290.09 The schedule of fees and charges is agreed as set out in appendix C. 

 

Agreed 

 

290.10 That a decision on the hourly rated paid by the play groups be delayed until 12 

months utility cost can be obtained on the running of the facility. 

 

Agreed 

 

290.11 That the Council note the risks highlighted in section 8.00. 

Agreed 

 

291. Planning Applications 

None 
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292.00 Correspondence. 

None 

 

293. Any other business. 

 

Community Centre art work 

 

Cllr Steve Ellis asked when  the Community Centre art work had been agreed to be placed in 

the community centre. 

 

The clerk stated that this had previously been agreed by the council, and he would report 

back with the minute number. 

 

294. Date and time of next meetings.  

• Monday 27 January 2025  Public meeting 

• Monday 10 February 2025 Finance and General Purposes Committee meeting 

 

Meeting closed 7:30 pm 


