Public meeting of Shafton Parish Council

Minutes

Monday 24 February 2025 Shafton Community Centre 7pm
Present

Parish Councillors Clir Ruth Booker ( Chair), Clir Jim Johnson, (Vice Chair), Clir Steve Ellis,
Clir D Hall, Cllr Pete Makinson, Clir Janice Giles, Clir Linda Knight, Clir Barry Lee. and Mr
David Gill Clerk.

Elected members Clir Ashley and Clir Dorothy Coates
Mr Mark Harding and Mr Matthew Roberts representing Enviromena.
Clir Ruth Booker Chaired the meeting.

206.Welcome and introductions.
The Chair welcomed everyone to the meeting.

207. Apologies for absence

Clir Jordan Gray,

208. Declaration of pecuniary or non-pecuniary interest. (Disclosures of Interests)

Elected member Clir Ashley non-pecuniary interest in Grimethorpe Solar Farm

Cllr Coates declared an interest as a BMBC planning member.

209. Minutes of the previous meeting, held on Monday 27 January 2025

The minutes of the meeting held on Monday 27 January 2025 were read.

210. Matters arising from the minutes of the previous meeting.
200. Barnsley Town Football Club Presentation follow up discussion.
The Clerk reported that he thought it would be better to wait until the Parish had
heard back from CISWO on issues that might affect the Barnsley Town Football Club
proposals before inviting them back to a Shafton Parish Council public meeting.
Agreed
201.01 Sainsbury’s car park lighting

The Clerk confirmed he had written to Sainsbury’s and requested that they up
graded their car park lighting.

201.02 Accacia Grove

Clir Dorothy Coates reported that she had been informed that the road closure
notice for Accacia Grove was issued on the 7 February 2025



202.01 Social housing group Guinness

The Clerk confirmed that the Parish had received a detailed response from Tim
Morton Project manager for the social housing group Guinness to questions raised
by members at the public meeting to his presentation.

204.02 The Green play area -ClIr Dave Hall stated that the step up to the new play
area was too high.

Clir Booker reported that she had contacted Barnsley MBC Park Services, and they
confirmed the new play area had been built to British Standards.

204.04 Bowling Green footpath repairs

The Clerk reported that repair works were ongoing and thanked Clir Steve Ellis and
Clir D Hall for their volunteer work in repairing the paths.

211.00. Ratification of the minutes of the previous meeting.
The minutes of the previous meeting were agreed.

212.00 Business items

212.01 Grimethorpe Solar Farm

Mr Mark Harding representing Enviromena delivered a presentation on the Grimethorpe
Solar Farm project proposals.

Following a period of public consultation, Enviromena has submitted a planning application
to Barnsley Metropolitan Borough Council for a 49.9MW solar farm located north-west of
Grimethorpe, east of Cudworth and south-west of Brierley.

The proposals were first introduced to the public in January 2023. After listening to local
residents, we have improved our proposals for Grimethorpe Solar Farm in the following
ways:

e Reduction in land area utilised for the proposed development by over 20%.
e Reduction in the number of solar modules proposed to be installed by over 10%.
e Removal of solar modules in the most visually sensitive areas.

¢ Increased landscaping and planting proposed to improve screening of the site to further
reduce visual impacts.

e Increased levels of biodiversity net gain (BNG) and introduced a public green space.

e Improved community benefit fund offering to support projects in the local community.



The presentation was followed by a questions and answer session:

Question 1

If the Planning Application is successful can Environmena confirm who the site will be sold
to, who will be responsible for maintaining it for the next 40 years, and who will residents
be able to contact about the solar farm should they have concerns about the deterioration
of the site, environmental issues etc?

Answer

No intension to sell the site however they have sold sites in the past, but Environmena
retained management of the site.

Question 2

Is the grid large enough to take the energy generated?
Answer

Yes, the grid is supported.

Question 3

How fare are the solar panels from residential properties?
Answer

Will look into this and report back.

Question 4

How will the community fund be operated?

Answer

Enviromena would look to collaborate with local councillors and set up a community fund
system.

Question 5

Are the solar panel silent?
Answer

Yes

Question 6

How do Enviromena co-ordinate teams?

Answer

We work with trusted partners and skilled designers/builders.

Question 7

Have decommissioning plans been drawn up.

Answer

If planning approved decommissioning plans will become part of the planning process

Question 8

What consideration has been taken of underground gas?
Answer

Expert consultants have been commission to consider it.



Question 9

Would Environmena be willing to attend further meetings with residents in Grimethorpe.
Answer

Yes

The Chair thanked Mr Mark Harding and Mr Matthew Roberts for their attendance.
212.02 Winter wonderland- Clir Jordan Gray

Clir Jordan Gray had given his apologies.
213.00 Road, Footpaths and Lighting.
213.01 Pot holes.

A question were raised about Barnsley MBC Highways dept only patching up pot holes. Clir
Ashley stated that pot holes are only patch until funding is available to place the road on the
Highways improvement plan.

213.02 Henry Close
A member of the public reported a sink hole at the end of Henry Close
Cllr Ruth Booker to investigate.

214.00 Public questions, comments, or representations.
214.01 Traffic monitoring on Chapel St

A question was raised as to why traffic monitoring was taking place on Chapel St. Cllr Ruth
Booker thought this may be due to the parish reporting traffic parking issues.

215.00 Correspondence.

Correspondence was received from Mr Tim Morton Project manager for the social housing
group Guinness see item 196. Matters arising

216 .00 Any other business.

None
217.00 Date and time of next meetings.
e Shafton Parish Council Finance and General Purposes Committee Monday 10 March
6pm
e Public meeting of Shafton Parish Council Monday 31 March 2025 7pm

The chair stated it had been a very good meeting and thanked everyone for their
attendance.

Meeting Closed 8:20



